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Martha G. Rowe

RAC:

Mrs. Rowe first we would like to know something
about your background, your family and how long you
have lived in Ceredo.

MGR:

I was born in Ceredo on April 23, 1905 and have
lived here all of my life.
I am the daughter of
Willard and Sarah Jarrell Griffith who were not
born in Ceredo but moved to the town at a very early
age in their early youth. My father's father owned
a grocery store and my dad attended the schools
here in Ceredo. My mother moved to Ceredo when
she was about thirteen from up in Wayne County
at what is known as Mill Creek and from the time
they moved to Ceredo until their death they resided
in Ceredo. They had eight children. One died in
infancy and the other seven lived until, well, six
are still living and two are deceased. All of my
brothers and sisters reside at the present time in
either Ceredo or Kenova. We have spent practically
all of our lives in this community.

RAC:

What was your mother's maiden name?

MGR:

My mother's maiden name was Jarrell and her mother
was a Vinson, first cousin to Fred Vinson, Chief
Justice of the United States Supreme Court.

RAC:

eh, that is very interesting to know, so really
your roots go back both to the state and national
history.

MGR:

Yes, both into the history of the state and the
nation. My grandfather was a Jarrell and his family
came from Virginia but they came into Wayne County
long before the Civil War and were residing in the
county at the time of the war.
I have heard many
war tales from my grandfather and my grandmother of
interesting things that happened as they had people
on both sides, both the Confederate and the Yankee
side.
Especially they told interesting antidotes
about the home guard who played quite a part in
the history of Wayne County.

RAC:

Would you care to tell us some of those stories or
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at least some of the more interesting ones?
MGR:

Well my grandmother told me about a group of the
home guards who were very much despised by all the
people who came to her home and shot and killed
one of her brothers. They came because they thought
he should be in the service and they came under this
guise of what they called the home guard and they
shot and killed one of her brothers, one of the Vinsons.

RAC:

Now would the home guard be comparable today to what
we call the National Guard?

MGR:

No, the National Guard is really.an organized body
that is more or less connected with the regular
army but from what I understand about this, this was
more or less a lawless group which just took it upon
themselves to interfere and take part in these raids
on peoples' houses.

RAC:

But in otherwords, your families were one of those
divided?

MGR:

Yes and also one of the very early settlers in Wayne
County.

RAC:

Well, Mrs. Rowe now that we have gotten your family
background out of the way maybe you would like to
tell us about your early education, where you were
educated, how you became a teacher and what schools
you have taught at.

MGR:

From the time that I can remember anything at all
my one aim in life was to become a school teacher.
They often kidded me that when I first began to talk
I said that, "I'm going to grow up and become a
school teacher." All of my education, my elementary
school and high school was in Ceredo because at that
time the building in Ceredo housed the Ceredo
elementary and Ceredo-Kenova high schools. I did
my eight grades in one area of the building and
then my four years of high school was completed
in another area of the building. I was a member
of the last graduating class that graduated from
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Ceredo-Kenova when it was still at Ceredo. The following
year 1922-23 the high school moved to the present
building in Kenova.
RAC:

Now the building that both schools were in when it
was combined grade school and high school is that
the building that burned?

MGR:

That is the building that burned and after the high
school moved then it became just the Ceredo Elementary
School.

RAC:

Now what year was it that the building burned?

MGR:

1957, wasn't it?

RAC:

Yes, that is right.

MGR:

1957 was when the building burned and the present
building was built.

RAC:

That was a long time that you were in that building
from the time you were a little girl until it burned.

MGR:

I started to school when I was five and I was in
that building all twelve years of high school and
either taught o~ was principal for 44 years so that
means that 56 years of my life was spent in that
school either as a student or teacher.

RAC:

That is quite a few years. Now you said you started
to school when you were five. was there any age
requirement on children at that time?

NGR:

There was an age requirement at that time and it
was six years old. But my father happened to be
a member of the Board of Education at that time
and the principal of the building and the first
grade teacher were very good friends of the family
and were in my home quite a bit and they insisted
that I be allowed to attend school because they
thought I was ready for it. And at that time very
few children finished first grade in one year and
although I started when I was five, I completed

1957, that is right.
I was in the third grade.
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the first grade and went 6n into the second grade
even though I was seemingly immature.
I don't
know whether I really got a foundation or if it
was because my father was on the board of education.
RAC:

Earlier in our discussions you had mentioned how
the school systems were set up and I think at this
point it might be interesting to explain it.

MGR:

Well at that time Ceredo-Kenova, the two towns,
were an independent school system. They had five
board members, three from Kenova and two from
Ceredo because Kenova as is true today had a
larger population. The board members were elected
by popular vote by people, residents of the two
towns. We had a president and then four other
members. The school was financed by the two towns.
It was a very, very successful system and the people
in Ceredo-Kenova were very much angered when the
county system went in in 1933. Because we were
really the wealthy part of the county and we really
had all the revenue from businesses, railroads,
utilities, and everything. We had a rather wealthy
system or what might be considered a rather wealthy
system at that time. We had all kinds of materials
any kind of material you needed to teach and our
salaries were very high. For instance, the teachers
at that time when we went into the, this county
unit system most of us were making about $185 which
was at that time a very high salary and when we
went on the county unit everyone was cut back to
$125 monthly.

RAC:

That is a significant difference. Now do you remember
what year or the approximate date the county system
came into being?

MGR:

If I am not mistaken, it was 1933. It was shortly
after the depression.
I know it was around the
depression years.

RAC:

So it was another hardship (the lost of the money).

NGR:

Another hardship, our salaries were tied up.

There
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was no money to pay us. We would have to take a
discount at the bank. A six percent discount for
the banks to cash our checks so that we could have,
that is what they charged U3 to cash them, because
of course they never knew how long they were going
to hold them because of course it ~as during the
depression time.
RAC:

Now do
of the
system
of the

you feel this influence or the significance
one time Ceredo-Kenova being an independent
has carried through perhaps in the attitudes
communities in their close relationship? -

MGR:

I certainly do.
I think that that has alot to do
with the fact that Ceredo and Kenova are still
very clannish about their school system because we
were united at that time. And I would like to make
a correction on that salary. We were cut from
around $185 to around $125 that is what I said?
I thought I said $135 so I was correct on that salary.

RAC:

But do you think that has helped?

MGR:

I think it has held through and I think it accounts
for the community interest and the support that the
schools in Ceredo and Kenova get because at that
time they were our schools, they were the parents'
schools and we felt that the board members were
people right in our own communities. And I think
that still accounts for the loyalty that not only
our sports but any school affair in the two towns
gets the support and loyalty the people give it
goes back to the tie up and the spirit that existed
at that time.

RAC:

Now when you graduated from high school at that
time was there any qualification for teaching school?

MGR:

At that time, at the time I graduated, out in the
county schools you could teach with just a high school
diploma passing what was known as a state examination
but in our schools here they insisted unless you were
already teaching on that type of a certificate that
you have six weeks of Marshall credit and when you
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got that you did not have to take the county examination.
RAC:

So in otherwords, actually the qualification for
teaching in the Ceredo-Kenova area brought in perhaps
a higher quality of teacher also.

MGR:

Well I think it did because at least you were exposed
to college. You at least got that background and
then also out community board, our C-K Board of
Education, had a plan whereby that we were paid
for every hour of college credit that we got.

RAC:

I see. Now how many hours or credits could you take
in this six week period and what was Marshall like
at that time?

MGR:

Well you still were limited to six hours until you
proved yourself. For six weeks work you could only
get six hours credit.
After you had gone to Marshall
for one summer term that if your grades were very
high you could with special permission carry as much
as eight hours and under special conditions you could
carry nine hours during the six weeks. And by the
way, tuition at that time was a dollar an hour. You
paid six dollars, at the beginning of it, six dollars
for your six weeks.

RAC:

And what were your classes like? Did you have class
everyday or how were classes arranged?

MGR:

We had classes everyday. And, uh, the classes were,
of course not large like they were at this time.
I
think we were fortunate at Marshall which then was
of course Marshall College. We had excellent teachers
in the teacher education field.
I feel that the
teachers at that time were really superior. teachers.
And the classes were small and there was a personal
feeling, uh, that you just don't get in a larger
classroom and with the teaching load college teachers
have now and with the type of teaching they have to · doo

RAC:

What was it like to be a student because you must
have gone to Marshall, teaching and going in the night
trying to get a teaching certificate?
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MGR:

Of course all of my education I received either by
summer school, night classes or Saturday classes,
even my master's except for one semester I was able
to attend, one semester that I was not teaching
that year because of the birth of my first child.
I did go the full semester the year my child was
born because at that time you had to stay out of
the school a full year when a child was born. And,
I went one semester but all the rest was done night
classes, summer school and evening classes and, uh,
it certainly did work quite a hardship on your
because after you have taught all day long and
worked with children all day and then, uh, ride a
streetcar which was the way I first started going
to Marshall, was when the old streetcar s~stem
existed. And catch a car and transfer at 9th street
Huntington for a streetcar up to Marshall University
entailed quite a bit of time and it really worked a
hardship. But I believe because of the fact that it
did, you really appreciate the fact and put more into
it than many do today with everything made so easy.

RAC:

What about the costs of the streetcar?
costs of your books?

MGR:

Well for a dime for a ride to Huntington with a
transfer to Marshall and ten cents back at the time
I first started. You, uh, the books of course as
well as I can remember $1.50 was about the highest
that was you ever paid for a textbook~ a college
textbook, at that time. And that was really considered
a high price.
And as far as spending money, well it
cost you for incidentals. There was a little fountain
across on the corner of 4th and 16th streets that had
a little soda fountain or lunch stand. They had a
grill and most of our lunches cost us 15¢. 10¢ for
either a grilled ham or a grilled cheese sandwich
and 5¢ for a coke. So usually your allotment for a
day was no more than 50¢ for a bus fare and your lunch.
And if you were real economical you might save enough
up in a week to stop downtown to one of the theaters
to see a picture show for 15¢.

RAC:

How long did it take _you to get through Marshall

And the
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working at this rate, evening classes and summer
school?
MGR:

Well it took me much longer than it would at the
present time because the requirements for teaching
raised so slowly that, well in fact, once that you
had, let's see, 32 hours you were, you got what was
known as a, uh, mum, I'm trying to think what the
name of that certificate was.
I really can't even
think but with 64, no 32 hours you got a standard
normal and then that was just renewable for sending
in a dollar and you could finish up quickly or you
could string it out for a long time because you could
keep getting that standard normal renewed. Then,
finally they made you had to have six hours each
summer to renew that and I would say, I expect I was,
well possibly ten to fifteen years getting my AB.

RAC:

Were there the same number of requirements, 128 hours?

MGR:

The same number of hours there are today for an AB.

RAC:

Now when you finished with this did you go straight
on with your masters?

MGR:

Yes, I did.
I went right on with my masters because
by that time I was principal and I went right immediately
into working on my masters and my principal's certificate.

RAC:

So now, you graduate in 1922.

MGR:

1922.

RAC:
MGR:

• and you began to teach in 1923.
No, I did not.
I was only 17 years old and the rule
in our independent system no one could teach until
they were 18 years old. And I had one year that I
did not go to school but they did let me do substitute
work.
I was not financially able to go to school even
with the low tuition then because there was a large
number in our family and all the rest of them were
still in school. And, uh, that year I did substitute
work and did not go except for the summer term after I
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graduated, not knowing that I would not be able to
teach and the following summer before I began to
teach. So at the time that I started teaching I
had 12 college credits.
RAC:

Then you began teaching then in 1924.

MGR:

1924 .

RAC:

And then what year were you made principal?

MGR:

I was made principal in 19 and 1941, I guess I was
made principal.

RAC:

When you retire?

MGR:

1970.

RAC:

Then you spent all these years as a teacher at
Ceredo Grade School?

MGR:

I never taught a day at anyother school except
Ceredo Grade School.
I taught 16 and was principal 28.

RAC:

Well spending this many years in a school and in a
community where you were brought up and in a county
where your roots go back. You must know many of
the families and have seen many of the families go
through the school system or through the school at
Ceredo.
I think it would be interesting if you could
tell us about some of the years you were principal
and some of the changes that you have seen develop
over the families and the students.

MGR:

Well at the time that I started teaching the community
of Ceredo was very stable very few changes of families.
Very little moving in or moving out and the faculty
stayed practically the same for many years. Exactly
the same teachers back and the same principal for
quite a few years for quite a bit of that ttme.
You had mostly families that you had grown up with.
In fact, that is the way I came to be known as
"Miss Martha," because I had grown up with the parents
of these children and they had heard nothing but Martha.
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And it was very difficult for them to use my name
as Miss Griffith. So it was just a habit and a
custom in Ceredo that the parents would start
teaching them to say, "Miss Martha," and "Miss
Ruth," using our given name rather than our family
name. To make the, to have the courtesy shown by
using the "Miss" with our first names and you, it
was almost a family situation where you knew the
parents of every child possibly their grandparents
and perhaps even as far back as their great-grandparents in many cases. And, uh, there was just
rather a family feeling. You had no discipline
problems. The children seemed to just feel you
were to be respected. Very few discipline problems.
We were very strict with our discipline in the school
at that time and the changes over the years really
have been drastic as far as possibly, I 1 m not saying
strict discipline makes a good school. But there was
not always the discipline but the respect and the
desire from the children to follow directions, to
respect the rules of the school and since the families
were here and had been here most of their lives like
my family, it just became a customary thing for it to
be done that way. We had very good materials here
in Ceredo. Our teaching materials were excellent
because practically all our high school teachers
were brought in at that time. You had very few high
school teachers who were home town people. And, uh,
the superintendents came as far as New York State and
all over the country. No, very few local people at
that time. And I guess one of the reasons very few
were qualified to teach.
RAC:

Were these people that were brought in, can you remember
some of them? Are they still living in Ceredo, that
were high school teachers?

MGR:

No, not the ones that were brought in because they
moved away, I mean as they would go back, yes move on.

RAC:

Move away.

MGR:

We really had a variety of people from all parts of
the states. Something that I think our high school
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people really miss today as most practically everyone
is a community person.
RAC:

And you feel that this was a good development?

MGR:

I think it was a very good development especially
in that day and time when you didn't have television .
Possibly it would not mean as much today but at that
time to have a superintendent to come in from New
York State really meant something because New York
was a very far away at that time not having television
or any of the audio - visual media you have today for
learning first hand of the people from those places.

RAC:

Well now to get back to your grade school. It has
been termed in Ceredo practically the Martha Rowe
Grade School because you were such an influence
in it for so many years and of course to everyone
in Ceredo it is "Miss Martha." It isn't Mrs.
Rowe, very few people perhaps would recognized
you as Mrs. Rowe. can you get some indications
of families that you know went perhaps two or
three generations through your school? What they
did, did they go on to high school, to college?

MGR:

Of course at the time that I first was in school
myself the number of graduates was very small. I
tried to check lately it seems to me when I graduated
from Ceredo - Kenova High School there were 22 of us.
The percentage possibly was high about as, .as high
as it is now. But at that time I can not think of
but one graduate that was about to go right on to
college before they started to work. Most of them
did exactly as I did. They got a few hours of college,
went to work and picked up the rest of their college
by attending as I attended. But of that 22 I can
think right now of about 8 of the 22 or possibly 10
who did finish college. As I say in a manner it took
a long time but they did finish. Now as to the families
of my own school. I say my school, I might make a
little explanation there. Forgive me for saying my
school but when you've been in a building 56 years
either attending, teaching or as principal you do
feel as if it is your school. We are talking, of
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course, of the Ceredo Elementary School. Uh, I
have seen three generations of families, many
families go through my school. Uh, the Perdues,
Patterson and two generations of the Stark family
which is, of course, a prominent family here in
town attended and in fact I was the teacher of one
generation and then a principal of the second
generation.
RAC:

could you clarify by first names which families
these are, which sets of Perdues, and the Pattersonst

MGR:

Well, uh, the Pattersons were the Link Patterson
family and Jim Patterson and Bill Patterson. Three
of the older Patterson men who lived on the southside
of Ceredo in what was known as the, at that time,
the Brownstown area. The Perdues were Lawrence
Perdue and then his childrens' children who attended
the school and the Starks were, of course, Henry
and Julia Stark's children, Floyd namely and then I
had the children, Floyd Jr., Dick and Hank, the three
sons, Julian, I'm sorry, and Larry four sons who
attended the school. And, uh, Floyd's sister Juliann
Stark who married Tom Roberts and two of her children.
One went completely through the elementary and the
other two attended before they moved to Florida.
Of course, there are many other families but, I
mean, those just seem to stand out as families
that I remember distinctly. The Browning family
is another family that three generations went
through either while I was teaching or as principal.

RAC:

Now this is which Brownings?

MGR:

Well the Raymond Browning family and the Carlos
Browning both of their families attended and their
children then attended this school. The Smith
famllies, too, Ed Smith, who was the mayor of the
town, uh, his children went through the school and
namely Ted Smith and Mabel Smith and their children
then went through the school. Many of their children
then attended the school especially in Ted Smith's
family. Because his own children Larry Jack, one of
them in particular, went through this school. And
then the last few years I taught I had Larry Jack's
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children, Ted, Larry Jack and Larry Jack's children.
RAC:

And are all these people still living in the Ceredo
area?

MGR:

Yes, most of them are still residents of this town.
At least a large number of their children still
live here and their grandchildren.
In some cases,
some of the children as in the Stark family, Julia
Ann moved to Florida. Floyd and Pitt are still in
the community. And in the Perdues the same thing.
While some of them have left the community and live
in other parts of the country, there are in every
case, most every case, that I can think of there
are still part of their family residing in the
community still attending the school, their children.

RAC:

Now that we have covered the part of the area how
many families that influence you have had and I am
sure the people have had on you, can you give us
some specifics as to over these 44 years perhaps
the change in cirriculum, the change in direction
of children? Are more becoming laborers, are more
going to college, have more moved out of this second
say third generation that you are acquainted with?
How do you feel the community relates to Ceredo
schools under the county system versus the independent
system say over the past 25 years?

MGR:

Well first as to the families, of course, we have
had a number of the families move out. The community
has grown. Many, many new homes and new developments
have, have been, uh, completed here which has brought
in quite a number of new families. On the other hand,
we still have most or at least part of most of the
older families and living in the community and part
of their children and their families remaining here.
As to the change in the school system, the, uh, the
cirriculum especially when I first started teaching,
of course, through the elementary the old saying was
the 3 R's were reading, writing and arithmetic. And
you had very little science, well, uh, as a class you
had no science. The only science you had was tied
in with reading or with some other subject. You had
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no social studies until the 4th grade and there have
been great changes in the curriculum because now a
first grader has a class in practically everyone of
those subjects and a textbook, which has been certainly
a great change in the curriculum. The manner of
teaching, the teacher was the center of the learning
situation. You were the key you did most of it.
There was, of course, some pupil participation but
nothing like there was at the time I left the school.
The, uh, it has become more a pupil teacher cooperative
working than just a teacher teaching, which, of course
is good in many ways.
Uh, sometimes I think we might
have grown just a little farther away from the teacher
and going a little too far toward pupil participation.
To the fact, to the case of the teacher losing entirely
her command of the situation which is not good in my
opinion. But, uh, we did not do that so much at Ceredo
due to the fact that, I think, of our stemming from
this Ceredo-Kenova independent system. Because due to
the closeness and the feeling that we had at that time
that these schools belonged to the parents of CeredoKenova, we never got away from that. A good example
of that was when the old building burned in Ceredo
and the community came as a body and immediately started
working to provide classrooms for all the classes that
were burned out of the building. And to provide books
they started immediately a book drive. They started a
library book drive. The parents even came and worked
clearing away the debris of the old building and we had
an old fashion cook out. The mothers came and cooked
meals for the men as they worked. All of this was
gratis. I mean the men came and donated their time
so that the building, the site could be cleared and
the building could be cleared away enough so that we
could get into the remaining rooms and the auditorium
which was made, the cafeteria, I mean which was made
into three classrooms by partions being put up. The
community spirit at that time showed that the community
of Ceredo-Kenova never got away from the fact that the
schools were theirs.
Even though now the really
controlling unit is the County Board that meets in
Wayne, West Virginia, with a superintendent in Wayne
with offices in Wayne. Uh, it has not taken away
that cooperative parent feeling that, uh, existed
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under the old independent system.
RAC:

Well the school burned, as I understand it on the
St. Valentine's Day in February of 1957 which meant
that the school year had to be completed. Now this
left you with the school year being completed.
What about the next year? Was the building read, or
how did you • • •

MGR:

As well as I can remember we continued in the
building that we were renting or they were loaning
or giving us free of charge such as church annexes
and even a class in city hall. Each one of the
three churches gave us a room in their church
building, one in the city hall, one room in the
Baptist church in Kenova. We had two classrooms
which were available at the Kenova Elementary
School and we started the next year with half day
sessions still using those facilities. And we went
into the building as well as I remember around the
first of November. That is all the longer we were
out. The community immediately, our PTA, the parents
of our school, immediately started meeting with the
architect, the Board of Education, started getting
plans ready to start a new building. And I don't
believe there was ever a building that was planned
and went up any faster than that building did under
those circumstances. And it was all due, I think
to the community effort, the, uh, because everyone
responded, the town every organization in the town,
responded by trying to help and provide needed things
so that school could be back in normal session. We
were only out, by the way, six days from when the
building burned until every class was back in normal
session.

RAC:

It almost sounds again like a joint community effort
with Kenova also pitching in to help Ceredo.

MGR:

Certainly it was.
I still say it was just not Ceredo
but that feeling of unity we had in the Ceredo-Kenova
schools.

RAC:

What again about the direction.

Do you feel over
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the years about the question of are more people now
going to college? Do you feel percentage wise?
Of course with larger classes it is harder to tell
how many. Or do you feel like they are going more
into labor? How do you feel the direction has taken
over the years?
MGR:

Well, uh, it is very difficult in this situation
to say because of the fact that in the time, in the
years that have elapsed, the school area here has
enlarged greatly because we have, I have seen the
doing away of two small schools and transporting
by bus into Ceredo Elementary School which brought
in a different type of people altogether, because
it was entirely outlying districts.
And, uh, uh,
and then during the years of relief and the type
of welfare work we have had, welfare families, I'll
put it that way. That has made quite a number who
were not financially able to attend any further than
high school and many were drop outs from high school
which under the independent district we did not have.
We served only children within the town limits. But,
uh, I would say that the percentage of children
starting college, Ceredo-Kenova high school students
starting college, now is very much greater but I
would not be sure that the percentage of the ones
that complete college is any higher .than it was at
the time of my graduation from high school.

RAC:

Then in otherwords, you feel like more have the
opportunity but perhaps do not carry through with
it anymore than the ones when you went to school?

MGR:

Many more have the opportunities than had when I
graduated from school but, uh, I don't think they
take advantage. They either just do not start,
they are dropouts either during their later years
in school or just don't even attempt to start.
Uh, I don't mean there are more to attempt to start
go on and start but don't complete.
I expect the
percentage was higher at that time of college
graduates than the percentage of the ones that
finishes now.
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RAC:

Since you have lived in this area all your life,
uh, there is bound to have been important moments,
such as floods, tornadoes, uh, mayhaps, exciting
events.
I think it might be significant to related
some of the changes you have seen not only in Ceredo
but also in the Huntington and how you feel about
these changes.

MGR:

Well of course, I have been through two major
floods in my lifetime.
I was only eight years
old in the 1913 flood that at that time was a
major flood. We had no protection whatsoever
and our school was flooded almost up almost way
up, well the first floor was completely under
water. The town streets were flooded. We lived
in a home that had the water all around it and in
part of our home as it was a two level not a splitlevel like we have today. But a part where it had
been built on and had been built higher than the
other part and the flood was in the lower part but
did not get up into the rooms that had been built
later .

RAC:

In relationship to Ceredo where was your home when
you were a child?

MGR:

My home when I was a child was on third street east
and, uh, uh, and that was where I lived at the time
of that flood. But in 1 37, I had moved temporarily
to Kenova and was living in Kenova just temporarily
at the time of the 1 37 which was of course, made the
1
13 flood look like just a little creek rising. And
at that time, I lived on Popular Street in Kenova
and the water came to the top step of the house in
which we lived ready to go into the second story.
And, uh, of course, the schools, the water was almost
to the second story of the schools. We lost all the
furniture on the first floor, all the books and
everything. And, uh, were out of school for quite
some period before they were able to get the building
back into a condition that we could attend school.
As to the, uh, difference in Huntington, the Huntington
area of couse, I stated about the streetcars that
was the kind of transportation at the time. There
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were streetcars possibly as well as I can remember,
the streetcars ran every 30 minutes and that was
entirely the transportation. As to cars, when I
was a child there were only two cars in the town.
Two families that owned automobiles and that is
in my very, very early childhood.
I can remember
very well the only two cars. One was owned by
Harry Strout who was in what was known then as
the, uh, the, I guess it was the pole industry.
They made the telephone poles and, uh, he had the
first car and then the second car was owned by our
town cop at that time. He was Hiriam Rutherford
and, uh, Mr. Stout's car was a very, very fancy
car but Mr . , uh, Mr. Rutherford's car was a little,
uh, Ford. He was a very tall man.
In fact so tall
his nickname was 11 Highpocked 11 and when he climbed
into his little car his knees came way up above the
steering wheel. Neither of these cars had anything
but just a little top that came up over them. There
were no side curtains, no enclosures at all. They
were entirely open except for a little top. Today
they would really be relics but I am sure there is
not a piece of either one of those left. And of
course, as I say the only transportation between
Huntington, Ceredo, and Kenova were the streetcars.
Since there were no touring cars, uh, you made very
few trips to Huntington during a year.
I can remember
only up until I was, I guess in high school of making
maybe one trip a year into Huntington.
RAC:

Now did you all have horses?

MGR:

No, not in, some people did. All our delivery was
made by horses.
At that time you had grocery delivery.
Uh, the grocery man drove a horse to deliver groceries
to people but very few of the people unless you were
in some kind of <lraying business or the ice business.
The ice man delivered the ice in wagon with that was
pulled by horses and the grocery man did. The railroad,
any delivery made from anything delivered by railroad
was delivered to you by horse and wagon. But most of
the people did not own horses.
Few, owned horse and
buggies and, uh, uh, maybe a sled even.
I can remember
a few families who had sleds that were pulled by horses
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for wintertime in traveling. But most of the families
whatever, transportation you did was mostly on foot
except like going to Huntington on the streetcar or
to Ashland.
RAC :

We 11 , uh • • •

MGR:

And the trains, of course, you did have train transportation. Possibly twice a day that one up in the
morning and one back in the evening by train.

RAC:

From what you said about the ice man coming to visit
you, you must not have had electricity. -

MGR:

Uh, we did not. My home was lighted by what we called
gas mantles and globes over gaslights. There was no
electricity in my early years in Ceredo at all. Even
the streetlights were gaslights.

RAC:

Well can you remember when, well evidentally you can.
When did electricity and what we'd call some of the
amenities of life hit this booming metropolis?

MGR:

Well it has been so long now it is hard for me even
to remember when we did without them.
I mean when
they really came.
I was trying to think. Possibly
the first house that we lived in that had electric
was in my later high school years.

RAC:

I would have thought this would have been a very
big exciting event. You know, the coming of electricity
and perhaps the more frequent use of cars.

MGR:

Well it really was. Of course by the time I was in
high school there were many more cars. A number of
the families and there were even taxi cab stands in
Kenova, none in Ceredo, but there was a taxicab stand
in Kenova. The Porter family owned the taxi cab stand
with possibly two different cabs and there was taxi cab
service from that one place in Kenova. And, uh, uh,
even before I had electric in my home, r•m sure some
of the families in the town did. But in my very early
childhood there was, there was no electric in any of
them. They were all gas heat or lighted.
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RAC:

I know your family since there are six of you all
your brothers and sisters. You are a very close
knit family and you all do live here.
I also
know that you are very big sports fans and you do
support Marshall and you have been closely linked
with Marshall. What do you think some of the
biggest changes in Marshall have been other than
those of more money and more classrooms? Is there
a basic change in the atmosphere of the school?

MGR:

Naturally, any growth brings about some basic changes.
Of course, I attended Marshall over a period of a
great number of years and as far as, and then also
was closely associated with them through the years
after I graduated because of my administrative
work and the meetings with teachings and deans and
different people in Marshall University.
I, uh, I
really kept very close touch with Marshall and I
still feel Marshall is a friendly college as friendly
as they were when I attended when it was a much
smaller school, much smaller curriculum, and only
very few building, Old Main and the Science Hall.
When I first started was it. That was all the
classrooms and it was everything. I, uh, the, of
course, there was the gym and the Science at that
time and they did have teams, uh, such as there was.
Certainly not teams that, uh, played the games with
the large schools and the colleges, and the schedules
now. But there was some sports connected with the
school even then. But the change as I see it is
mostly in the curriculum, the great spread of the
curriculum and certainly the increase in buildings
but to me Marshall is still, even though it is now
a University. it is still a friendly school and a
school made up of people who are still interested
in the community and the community still seems,
in my opinion, to be very much interested in Marshall
University.

RAC:

I know there was an article in the Parthenon about
your family.
I think it might have been in some
of the local papers.
I know the Charleston paper
carried a picture about your family, your brothers,
your neices, and your daughter and how you travel
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with the Thundering Herd. And you do attend and
it has sort of become a joke, not exactly a joke,
but a common phrase, "Well here comes the Griffiths"
in the Athletic Department. How do you all feel
about Marshall on this?
MGR:

Well I think our loyalty to Marshall comes almost
on an equal par to our loyalty to Ceredo-Kenova.
Uh, I, while I was the only member of the family
who graduated from Marshall College, Marshall
University, it was Marshall College when I graduated
both with my A.B. and my M.A. Yet, my, uh, a
number of my family have attended some. And, of
course, my daughter also is a graduate and her father
and my husband was a graduate of Marshall University.
My brother was a graduate of pharmacy school in
Cincinnati but never attended Marshall but I don't
think there is a more loyal fan than Dick Griffith
who is, uh, is almost as well known at Marshall as
any of the people who did graduate from there.
And our whole family has a great loyalty. We hold
season tickets every year to basketball and to
football. We travel with the team to anyplace where
it is possible for us to attend. We feel a great
loyalty and a very great closeness and it is family
wise, I think, there is about 20 of us that have a
certain section at the basketball games. My brother,
Dick Griffith, is responsible for obtaining and does
obtain, because we all belong to the Big Green Club,
tickets for about 20 of our family who have been
lucky enough to have the same seats and sit together
at all the Marshall basketball games and attend
every home game. And, uh, I think it has become
quite a thing that each year he is able to obtain
these same seats. And we attend as a family group.

RAC:

Before we close our tapes, I would like to have your
views. We have talked about the community and about
the changes in the systems.
I would like to know
your feeling upon how the coal and railroad industries
have affected the community and the influence it has
had.
If you think the influence today on the community
have changes from coal and the railroad to maybe
Ashland Oil or some other. And what direction you
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think it may possibly take in the future.
MGR:

Well, Ceredo-Kenova, and Ceredo especially has never
been too much of an industrial community within itself
but the majority of the families even when I was young
worked out of the community either in Ashland or Kenova.
And only, about the only industry at that time were
people who worked for the railroad on the streetcars,
ran the streetcars. We had a few men who were connected
with these things. Most of the families even then
commuted to Ashland or to Huntington and worked in
industries there.
I have seen a number of industries
come to Ceredo. The True - Ax Trailer, the coal washing
industry, which came here has been a big industry
and a big influence on the families in Ceredo because
many of the men who did have to commute away have
been able during these years to have jobs there. The
glass companies which have come here have also
employed quite a few.
One of those, of course, has
changed to the American Rubber Company now and still
employs a few men of the community. But on the whole,
I think the majority of the families still work in
larger communities such as Ashland and Huntington at
the large plants such as Inco, Armco, and Ashland Oil.
But the industries here have even though there are not
too many, have played a great part on the community, in
the community. They have been wonderful about supporting
any improvement in the community. They always cooperated
when there was a need for extra community support in
the school. They have helped greatly in the latest,
which I feel is one of the latest improvements in the
community of Ceredo, and that is the Beautification
Committee, which has done many wonderful things to
improve the entire appearance of this community. These
industries have contributed freely to that group or
that committee which has done many things to improve
the community. The tennis courts which was built by
the town and this community. The community playground,
all have been supported by the few industries that we
do have. The town officials, I think, are outstanding
in this community. The mayor, who is an assistant
superintendent in the Wayne County Schools, Mose Napier
and his councilmen, who are outstanding men have taken
such an interest in the improvement of the community as
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a whole.
I feel it is one of the cleanest, one of
the most attractive little communities in this area
of West Virginia.
RAC:

Exactly how does this beautification program work
and how was it developed? What was the premise
behind it? Was it begun as simply a beautification
or historical or both?

MGR:

It began as a beautification and, of course, is
financed partly by federal funds.
And each of these
projects have been able to get some federal funds and
it was really started with the interest shown by Mr0
Floyd Stark, who is the head, the main head of the
one interested in starting this. They have tried
very hard to bring into it some historical background
too. They planned and wanted to purchase the
Ramsdall home which is the old brick at the top of
the hill when you first come into Ceredo on B. Street.
And, a, that is a very old historical home. And the
very early settlers in Ceredo, the Famsdall family
built that home and came to Ceredo as part of the
colony Eli Thayer financed and influenced to come
here.
And, of course, Eli Thayer was a man who had
at one time bought and owned most of this land. The
Ramsdall and the Hood family who started the bank in
Ceredo and are the ancestors of the Stark family came
here about the same time. And this Ramsdall home
had played quite an interesting part in the history
of Ceredo. The Beautification Committee would have
liked very much to purchased that and made it into
a historical land site but the Ramsdall family, the
owner who owns it now, does not want to sell as he
wants to keep it as a family home and not turn it
over to a historical background as that.
As someday
he plans to come back here and restore it and live
in it himself.

RAC:

Well now what part exactly did the Ramsdall family
play in Ceredo?

MGR:

The Ramsdall family played a part in the history of
Ceredo in that they were even connected with the
underground railroad in the time of the Civil war.
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In fact, about the last year that I taught, a
fanily who has rented the Ramsdall family, the home
and live in it now, the children were searching in
the attic and found some books and brought to school
to me where one of these Ramsdall men who by the way
married my father's sister, had kept the records.
He and his father had kept the records of the cost
of taking in these slaves and the cost of feeding
them. And this record book was brought to my school
and I sent it to the owner of the Ramsdall family,
the Rarnsdall home, because I knew it was something
he had stored there and these children were not
suppose to be fooling with.
And they were very much
connected with that underground railroad at that time.
RAC:

Who is the current owner of that home?

MGR:

James A. Ramsdall who lives in, now in Lexington,
Kentucky, but his plans are to come back here when
he retires and he will not sell the home.

RAC:

So in otherwords, Ceredo and perhaps even Kenova,
was a link in the underground railroad to freedom
with Ohio simply a throwing distance across the
Ohio River?

MGR:

Well that was the way these slaves were brought in.
The building where they were kept was torn down about
20, I guess, about 20 years ago maybe a little longer
than that.
Uh, that building belonged to the Hoards
and it was torn down. They brought them in across
the Ohio River and kept them there until they could
be sent on down the Ohio further on wherever they
were trying to get them. But, uh, there really is
a great history here and it is just too bad proper
records of it were not kept. And I really think it
would be a wonderful thing if this community could
purchase this home.
And I can also understand James
A., who is a cousin of mine, not wanting to sell even
for a historical site.

RAC:

I understand.

MGR:

Well that is terrible that I can't remember exactly

Do you know when Ceredo was settled?
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the date but one of our former high school teachers
for her thesis when she got her masters from West
Virginia University, Faye Stewart, a sister of
Charles William Stewart, who is also quite a supporter
of Marshall University, wrote a history of Ceredo and
in that she has all the dates and everything. I am
sorry that at the present time I just cannot at all
recall the exact date when it was settled. But, of
course, it was one of the first settled communities
on this, on the Ohio River here.
RAC:

What influence has the river itself, now other than
the floods played in relation? Were there ever steam
boat captains that lived in Ceredo or was it a stopping
ground for some of the big steamers? Did you go down
to see them when you were a child?

MGR:

Yes, the steamboats did pull in here, and, in fact,
the showboats especially pulled in with their caliopy
and their performances.
And they did, as a child I
have many time watched the boats especially the show
boats which I was more interested in than the transportation
or bringing in cargoes, did stop here and the caliopy
was a great thing to us as children. Because we immediately
rushed to the banks to see what show was going to be shown
and to listen to the caliopy.

RAC:

Were you allowed to see the shows or what kind of a
reputation did the showboats have?

MGR:

Well I really can't remember too much about them. I
was too young when they stopped here because very soon
Huntington became the place for them to stop because
of the scarity of population here. As well as I
remember, most of their stopping here was to play the
caliopy to announce that they would be in Huntington.
I can't remember their having a show here but they
would pull in and stop and play the caliopy to announce
the show would be shown in Huntington, that the play
would be presented in Huntington. And I have gone
many times to Huntington to see "Uncle Tom's Cabin"
and different ones.

RAC:

Then in otherwords, they were, it was family entertainment?
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MGR:

Yes, it certainly was.

RAC:

What other types of entertainment did you have as
a child did you know? was the church the center
of your life, was the school, were the family?
Do you think there is a difference today?

MGR:

Well at that time when I was a child the family
was the center.
In, not to the exclusion of our
church but of course, our church was mostly a
Sunday and Wednesday night as it is now. But
the family in our home, our family life was the
main entertainment. Our father played dominoes
and simple card games such as 7 up and simple
card games like that with us. First, we had our
nightly school because everyone had homework and
everyone gathered around the big dining room table
and father supervised the preparing of all of our
homework. Then as soon as the homework was done
we played dominoes or as I said, simple card games,
checkers. We had a large family and all the
neighborhood children came in with us because my
dad and mother always were there and always supervised
the games with us. And the family life was really
the main thing. There was little outside social
life other than the church affairs and school affairs
in which we did participate and our parents participated
with us. But I would say that most of our entertainment
was entertainment in the home supervised by our mother
and father.

RAC:

What other outside entertainment might have been
available to you? Were there quilting bees, husking
parties, taffy pulls?

MGR:

Through the church mostly. There were the quilting
bees and church dinners. The churches in Ceredo at
the time was very young, were supported almost
entirely by that type of thing. People did not
just give money very much at all. There would be
a collection taken mostly of change at church
services but, uh, the social life was really in
the church. The raising of funds because they would
have quilting bees and actually raffle them off and
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sell them. And, uh, they had church suppers that
helped finance the church. You cooked the food
and sold it. They had what they called box suppers
in the church where you fix a box lunch and someone
bought your box lunch with the privilege to eat with
you and all that money went to the church. That is
the way the church was financed.
RAC:

What churches were in Ceredo during this time?

MGR:

At that time, the churches that were most prominent
in Ceredo were the Congregational, which is one of
the two Congregational churches in the state of
West Virginia. The one in Huntington and the one
in Ceredo are the only two Congregational churches.
They have been here since the town was formed
because all those who came from New England that
settled here were Congregationalists. It is older
than the Baptist church. People such as the Ramsdalls,
the Hoards, and the Cowies, and the Hortons who were
part of the Ramsdall family and the Wrights, I must
not forget the Wrights of all people, they were one
of the largest families in Ceredo at the early time
it was formed.
And, uh, uh, they, uh, were really
Congregationalists and started this Congregational
church that still stands. Then I think possibly
the next organized church that still stands was
the Baptist church. Because it was very prominent
up in the upper end of Wayne County where my mother's
family came from.
And, uh, the Methodist possibly
came next. At the time I was a child those were the
three churches.

RAC:

And did most people seem to go to church?

MGR:

Yes.

RAC:

was it

MGR:

It was really a well, as I said, the home, the school
and the church was about all there was. Everyone
felt an interest in the activities and participated
with church and school affairs.
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RAC:

Do you feel this has changed over your life time?

MGR:

Well some but I still feel that with the majority
of families that still, maybe I feel that way
because with me it is still my church, my home
and my school.
I feel those are the three main
institutions that make America what it is. And
I feel greatly they are the three that keep Ceredo
the kind of a community it still is.

RAC:

Now, Mrs. Rowe, before we end our interview is there
anything else you feel might be of interest to us
in the area of the school, of Marshall and it's
relationship to the community and the community to
it, or of the history of Ceredo?

MGR:

Well, I think we have just about covered every field
I can think of.
It is a very broad field when you
have lived in one place for 68 years, attended one
school for 12 years and then went back as a teacher
the year after you graduated from high school and
taught there or acted as principal there for 44
years.
In fact, maybe that is the reason I feel so
greatly that home, church, and school are the three
stablizing influences in any community because it
has been in my life.

RAC:

Well since through the tape we have mentioned your
family, I think it might be interesting and even
relevant to list your family, your br©thers, or
sister, and their married name if it is a woman
and your immediate family, so we would have a
record of your family.

MGR:

My family all either remained in Ceredo or Kenova
as I think I stated before. At the present time
my two brothers are s.w. or Simp Griffith and Dick
Griffith, who live in Kenova and are co-owners
with Glenn Feil in the Griffith and Feil Drugstore.
And my two sisters, three sisters, who live in
Kenova.
I had better change that. My two sisters
that live in Kenova are Mrs. H.V. carpenter and
Mrs. Bryon Morris.
I have a half-sister I did
not mention living in Kenova also, Mrs. H.A. Hardwick.
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Then in Ceredo, I have a sister Mrs. Ed Syre.
And then my own family. Of my own family, I
only have living the one daughter, Kathleen
Rowe or Kathie Rowe, who is also a teacher, a
graduate of her A.B. and MoA. degrees from
Marshall University, and has taught two years
at Vinson High but is presently in Korea and
is going to teach in the base school at Pusan,
Korea for the coming year connected, of course
with the armed services.
RAC:

You mentioned a son.

MGR:

I had a son, Jack Saunders, (Interviewer's note:
By her first husband.) who was killed in an automobile
accident three years ago who was also a graduate of
Ceredo-Kenova and an avid fan of Marshall and CeredoKenova as far as sports was concerned.

RAC:

So in otherwords your family is still centered here,
and uh, possibly will come back and continue to carry
on the Ceredo community conditions.
I want to thank
you for allowing us to interview you.

